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EXHIBIT 4

Letter dated February 26, 1900 to Frank Conser
from Commissioner of Indian Affairs
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February 26,1200,

Frank M. Couser,
Supervisor of Indian Schools,
#iles, Fashington,

Care U.S. Indian Agen ’
Golville Agerc Fashington,

Sir:

The falker River Reeervation is sitvated in the State of
Wevada, some 60 miles southwast of Gadsworth, Its boundariss were
sorveysd in Descember 1864 by Eugane Monroa and embrace an area of
320,000 acrss, including the #alker Lake, Notwithstanding this res-
srvation was surveyed in 1864 by the said surveyor for the use and
cceupaney of the Pah Ute Indians then lacatsd therson, the Honorable
Secretary of the Interior under date of March 18, 1874, upon request
of this office in a letter dated the 17th of that month, recommended
to the President that hs issue an ordsr withdrawing from sals or
other disposition and setting apart the reservation or truct of
coundry embraced in sald survey for the use and occupation of the
Indiane named,

On March 19, 1874, the President ordered that the reservation
situated on Walker River, Nevuda, as surveyed by Bugene Monroe
December 1864, bs withdraws from sale ¢r othsr disposition and set
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et

rabe the use f the Pah Uts Tndimns thep residing therson,

The Pab [be Tndians s1i11 use and occupy {4Wis reserwstion, snd heve
dene so,|as will be obssrved from the foregoing statemends, Tor aboul
AR vears|
Flr meveral esuccersive Congresses bills heve besenm introeduced

4o vaeatp and restore thir reservation to the public domsin and

remove Ghe Indisms %o the Pyramid Lake reservation in ssid Stale,

P st TG T AR AR T B S M S

: The offipe has steadfustly opposed thls propossd legisiation and
é recertiy|made an sarnest report upon a bill submitted to this office
rr Senuipr Stewart comtuining provisions for the vacation of this
reservetion, its restoration to the public domain and the remgvai
e the Indians occupying the same te the Pyramid Lake reservation,
The offige is desirous of mecuring these Indians permznert hLomes
.upen tha} reservation and in order to do eo it appears that sieps
ghould bg tsken to allet the desirsble lande to the Indians in P
severaldy under the provisions of the General Allotment Act approved

February|8, 1887, as amended by the Act of February 28, 1891, (26

-

ond

State., T84}, According to recent reports to this office by the

. Superinténdent of the Carson Bchool, mest ¢f the landé embraced in

T
RTINS

o
&

this reservetion is rough and arid; but it appears that thers ars now

i

under cultivation about 1100 scres of land, and thats from seven o
i ten thougand acres additionul could be brought under sultivetion
‘ 2y volldlng & dum in the §alker River and constructing sr Ierigeticn
b Five to slz miles long. Such a ditch would cost,accerding

Yo wr ssbimste subindtted to thin office Ancust 31, 1898, by Fogens
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in comedqtion therewith seems feasibla from reports on file in

<89

Mend, Supprinsenient of the Carson Scheol, about $12F000, and ac-
sording th estimates submitied by Superinbendent Allen in his amual
report of| last ysar from $10,000 to $15,000. There is already it
appears « ditch upon the reservabion two or three wmiles in length
which afflords some irvigation to the crops planted by the Indians,
The »lan pf furnishing the Indians additional water by means of a

Falker River and tde consiruction of an irrigation ditch
(%]

this offilce. @hile the Imdians of thls reservation ars slew to-
aceopt civilized hubits considerable advancement has been made

in the 14st five yeurs among them. A number of them have opened up
little farms or ranchss, sown fields to alfalfa, produced wheat and
vegebablds and a few have domestic fowls, Few of them have houses,
being cogtent, as it appears, Yo live in their "wickiups® winber
wnd sy, 4

The lands within the reservation have not been surveyed.

Before allotments can be made it will be nacessary to cause the

5 lands within the reservation to be surveyed as the public

L] n
PRV
d::!:;.?‘c.»’.-

et

lands srp survsyed and subdivided in the same mamer. It appears
that thepe ace about 600 Pah Ute Indians occupying this reservation.

Th

Indipns claiming the §alkar River reservation as their home

o

are shown in the following table:

Males sbove 18 years of 478.. . v vuvecrrennans 184
Baales above 14 years 0f a8B.ssservvaser s iainl
iles bebween G and 18 yeard of 6526.. . iiessess 1O
omales hetweon 6 and 14 years of ag6.civsvans

ala? under 6 %aars of ?59..............,...,. o
emales under O yeurs OF AFB.vesavscivoaanrone .

ot e rreirrnsrarasann

ke Bl e |
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the szme would give to each 20 aores,

fnem; but

thnd suitable for allotment, or at least that quanilyy which
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e
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ar Lhn vrovialone of Liw weended sonnrid ol lobment act ronk
1 ' i

obhior wdnlt ar minoy, wmrriad or aingde, male or Fomads,

1 40 00 neres of ggricnlturnd land. Tt ds nleo provided
t, an amandad, that whan landa allattad, or any Tegal

e theraol, are only valunkle for prasiepg purporss, such

2

1 be nllotted in double quantizien, 17 ali of 3he luads

k&

sorvation ware woricultural in characher Shers would be

2,000 acres to make allotmonts bo the 500 Indinns nooupi-
nervation. In case the lunda were valunble For gruzing

vy double that quantity would te required o marzs allsi~
t appsars that thers are not mors
\wht under irrigation and cultivation. Thers iz thersfars
of good agriculbural land to glve the Indlans the
Nlowed under the General Allotment dct as amended., I% iz
nowevar, in said acts thut in case
v of the reservations thersin referrsd to %o alioy %6
fdual the quantity of land as provided, the

be allotted to each individual pro rata as near as maj e

to legal subdivisions, It seems fPom the foregoing sials-
d upon reports in this office, that there ars aboauy 12,200
A P » H

£

hnd within the reservation susceptible of irrigation am

n, Thiz quantity allotted to the 600 Indiaus

wy TR v
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Nevada,

suitable| for allotment are sifuatsd in the valley north of #alker
Loke and|slong falker Rivar; but you must detorming this fach By
nrover ekaxination of the lands,

orpin.  To perfoym this duty properly it will bo negsesncy
1 ko zo over mnd prumine the rasorvetion parsunnlly or at
Hht portion of the tapme on whisch the Indlane ars settisd sad
arflotments mny bhe wmade,
ftuapad in the wouth half of the rdasrvation. The #ulkar Biver

sefwition apperrn b0 be surrowdled wholly by meurdainas, IS
is thousht thet the lands which ure adapted 4o agricultura and

A above stated, the lands #ithin the ressrvadicn are neh

¢ -2

@hon the anowa In that section of counbry shall have Aeag-
any in the month of April or May, snd when you wnn conie-
Ho no, vou will procend Yo the #inlkar Rivor reosapvation,

for the purposs of afnmining $hy character of thnt raser-

apd secartaining about the quantity of sllottahls 1a0d situn-

The Walker Toks, as nhove {ndicetsd,

rhugh the valtral portion of the northern kalf thareof.

4] Surveys of the publio domain have bedn mads In somse in-

i|enclose, herewith, a map of the State of Hevads showing

the hourdarise of enld reservabion and 4he public surveye in s

i

wnich %

prajected on thls mep through the resapyation from the

thorsof. You will sbesrve that I have oaused rsd inx lires
limes
ppbilc survey thereby indicating the townshlp and vange Iv

g lands of the resepvation would fall when the puibiiv swisy

h
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camare ta-be oxbewisd Lhareover, This wap i onclored not anly for
vour infopwstion, bub for your ueo In subdtting yoer ropery vider

Lhe innt

dictiong heredn piven,  ®hon you shnl) have wnds an oxsmd-
aatdon offthe Jande within Lhe resorvalion mand determined whnt, lunde
are auitalls for apriculture snd Lherefere allottalle, you will
indients {he smmo on thin map by placing o ¢rose or &omo proonr
colar witldin the townships end roarger necessary to ho nurvnyod %0
ande derired. Tho expensor of the survey of thows lands

will bs pefid by this office from fundn approprfuted Tor that pur-

ase, Tt ds not desired, howover, Yo pay for sarve; of Lowrahips s
runges whileh are net suitahle for allotesrt and which willd liksly

at some future timw be restored to the public domain, Yea will

\

thersTore pe cereful dr submitting your raport, yet 4 is hoped tiat
sou will cpver o1} lmnds théreby which the Indiang deafre a:'"& wricr

newld be ilotted to them,

7]

It there zre not more than 12,000 acres of agricultural
izrnd withip the reserwetion, It would hardly seem just tec allot
chet quand]ty of land in 80 acre tracts to a portion of the Indiens
of ire resgrvetion and glvs to other Indians inferior lards or
arde not fupcsptible of irrlpstion and cultivation, Please consider
thoroushiy| thereférs, the question as t6 thether these Indisns
snould be 41lobted In quantities Jess than 80 acres or, in other
anrie, woasliner the pgricultural Innds shiould be allotted to sach

ledlviduz) |Indlen pro rete 4s neay as may be according to lessl
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suedivigions, To satisfactorily determine this guestion it is
thought [that the matter should be presented to the Indians in

ceuncil |assembled for that purpose, and their viishes ascertained
after tHe sams has been fully explained to them. The lands selected
for alldtment should be susceptible of irrigation, It seems thut

you might be able to determine that question from the general conbour
of the country and the land lying along Walker River. The old ditch

construcfhod over these lands should be exsmined with a view of

q

obtaining informstion upon the matter,

- I| think it would be well for you to consult with James K.
Allen, Spperintendent of the Carson School, before undertaking the
pxaminatfion above indicated, In fact it would be well for you to
invite Spperintendent Allen to accompany you in your investigations
and confprences with the Indians respecting the matter under con-
sideratipn, A He doubtless will be able to throw mueh light upon
the quespion, He was recently in this office and discussed in an
informal|way the matter under ccnsideration, showing gquite a know-
ledge of the same and manifesting great interest In the welfare of
the Indijmes It is therefore concluded thut his information and
suggestipns would materially aid you in reaching a proper conclusicn
as $60 the lands necessary to be surveyed for allotments and the
quantity|which should be given each ingividual ¥ndiane The office
will advise him that yon have been instruoted to visit the Walker

River refervation for the purposes herein indicated, snd to assist
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lands within the reservotion and allotments thereof made, the

surplus

if the Ipdians will consent to such cession. By that means funds

sufficient might be obtained to construct the dam and irrigation

ditch as

Carson Sdhool; also to furnieh the Indimns with agricultural imple-
ments and other necesmary articlea to put them In the way of gelf-

lands may soon thareafter be ceded to the United 8tates

1-I T~ p
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1 your ¢all, in any proper manner that he may be sble, oe-

1 you over the reservation if his duties as Superintendent
wrson School, will permit.

1 cass the public surveys are oxtended over the sgricultural

heretofore suggested by the several Supariﬁtendants of the

support
Tt

desired ahd it is believed that allotments of land in severalty to
them will|lead to that end, Tt is trusted that the scope of the
instructipns herein given is sufficient to enable you to make a full
and cemplpte report upon the matter under cansideration, Should
any cther|questione ardse or present themsslves which in your

judgnent

this offidé should be advised, you will submit the same in your

repRTh.

14 may b stated far yowd informatiop that the General
Lard 0f2i¢e will bo asked to requssh the furveyor Ganeral of Wevada

to gubmit |on estimate of the oot of the survey of the fownships

d snable them to sultivate the lande allotied.

betterment of the condition of these Indians is very much

yould improve the dondition of the Indians and of which
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and rangd

these Ind

Fo

W

g which may be recommended by you for survey under the
ons harein given. The main purpose noy is to ascertain
v what lands should be survsyed for allotment to thess

<

and Yhe quantity which should be given to each individual

and what his is a wise course t rsue wih respect t
md whathar this is ise eourse to pursus wimh réspect to

ians,

p your further information I enclose a copy of a latter

braary 16, 1900, from Superintendent Allen, of the Carson

(his shews the propositicn he has in mind for allotting

iens and thaveafter negotiabing with them for the cession

of the sufplus lands.
Very respecsfully, PRIy
(J.H.4.) Oomnlesidner,
b1] o
g jYE:BT
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